
How do we assess 
learning @XNPS

Mr Irwan

A Confident Person   A Self-directed Learner  A Compassionate Leader
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Understanding  Assessment
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In the past

Pass or fail.

All about marks.

Varied interpretations.

Endless and aimless comparisons.

Now

Is this enough to tell you how to help your child?

Do you want to hear the teacher’s feedback on your 
child’s learning progress? 

Do you wish to see your child taking charge of their 
learning?

It should be about your child’s learning and not about 
other children’s learning. 
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2008 –
Subject-
based 
banding

2010 –
Removal of 
P1 MYE & 
EYE and P2 
MYE

2016 –
Changes in 
PSLE scoring 

2018 –
Changes to 
school-
based 
assessment 
in primary 
schools

2019 – HDP 
qualitative 
descriptors  & 
Learning 
Dispositions

2020 – Class 
allocation 
without 
banding using 
academic 
performance

2020 – Use of 
Achievement 
Levels (AL) in 
P5 HDP 
reporting

2021 –
Removal of 
P3 and P5 
MYE

2021 –
Learning 
Plans

2023 –
Removal of 
MYE for all 
remaining 
Primary 
levels

2023 –
Subject-
based 
banding 
(SBB) at 
Secondary 
schools

Changes in assessment



Our roles and common goal
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We are an 
integral part of 

your child’s 
learning journey.

ParentTeacher

Student

Open communication

- Set realistic expectations
- Know their strengths
- Help with time management
- Promote positive reinforcement

• Be aware of their strengths & 
weaknesses

• Act on their teachers’ feedback
• Be curious in their own learning, e.g. ask 

questions and suggest solutions
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Measurable learning indicators
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Meaningful learning experiences
Formative assessment

(Varied learning checkpoints)

English Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)

Math journal writing & diagnostic tests

Science performance tasks, learning journeys

Mother Tongue fortnight & excite week

Interdisciplinary Project Work

Class assignments

Self, peers’ and teachers’ observations

Summative assessment
(End of term and year)

Timed practice for Upper Primary levels

Bite-size term reviews

Alternative modes of assessment

End of year examinations (EYE)



P1 
Culminating 

Activity
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P2 
Culminating 

Activity
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P2 Using Oral Reading 
Fluency to assess reading
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P1 & P2 Thematic Outdoor Learning



Using manipulatives to assess conceptual understanding 



Assessing 
learning 
dispositions in 
class 
assignments



Harnessing 
technology 
to assess 
performance 



P3 Science Performance 
Task
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P4 Ice cream making
91
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P5 Learning Adventure Camp



P6 Students recording their voices for self & peer 
evaluation in Mother Tongue lesson



Mother Tongue Fortnight –
Knowing language through 

culture
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Mother Tongue Fortnight –
Knowing language through culture



P6 Learning Adventure



P6 Learning journey to 
Science Centre



P6 EL Alternative Assessment 
(Debating)
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P6 EL Alternative 
Assessment (Debating)
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Our aspiration for our students

Compassionate 
Leader

Be proactive to 
innovate, 

collaborate and take 
up roles to lead self 

and others in 
learning.

Confident Person

Resilient and 
adaptable to 

overcome and 
embrace challenges 

in the course of 
learning.

Self-directed 
Learner

They must be 
responsible for their 

own learning.



Thank you
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